
Saudi Arabia 
starting direct 

flights between 
Dammam 
and Najaf

Saudi Gazette report

DAMMAM — Saudi Arabia has an-
nounced new direct flights between 
Dammam and the Iraqi city of Al 
Najaf. The General Authority of Civ-
il Aviation (GACA) said on Friday 
that the move was in line with the 
Kingdom’s national aviation strategy 
aimed at increasing capacity to over 
330 million passengers annually to 
and from more than 250 global des-
tinations.
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Health Ministry 
reports 15 food 
poisoning cases 

linked to one 
establishment 

in Riyadh

Saudi Gazette report

RIYADH — Dr. Mohammed Al-
Abdali, spokesperson for the Saudi 
Ministry of Health, reported several 
food poisoning cases in Riyadh, with 
15 confirmed incidents traced back 
to a single establishment, which has 
since been closed. The affected indi-
viduals received necessary medical 
care, and the ministry is coordinat-
ing with relevant authorities to han-
dle the situation appropriately.

Saudi Gazette report

RIYADH — Riyadh’s King Fahd 
Cultural Center premiered “Zarqa 
Al Yamama,” the first Saudi op-
era, marking a significant cultural 
milestone. This major Arab cultur-
al event, produced by the Theatre 
and Performing Arts Commission, 
will offer 10 performances from 
April 25 to May 4, 2024.

JERUSALEM — A baby rescued from 
her dying mother’s womb after an 
Israeli air strike in southern Gaza 
has died, the BBC has learned. Baby 
Sabreen al-Sakani was delivered by 
Caesarean section in a Rafah hospi-
tal shortly after midnight on Sun-
day.

n Almost 400 bodies 
found in mass grave 
in Gaza hospital, says 
Palestinian Civil Defense

BABY SAVED 
FROM DEAD 

MOTHER’S WOMB 
IN GAZA DIES

Riyadh premieres first Saudi opera
‘Zarqa Al Yamama’
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Hajj Ministry 
warns against 

fake companies

Saudi Gazette report

MAKKAH — The Ministry of Hajj 
and Umrah has issued a warning to 
potential pilgrims about fraudulent 
Hajj companies that have been ad-
vertising unauthorized services on 
social media for Hajj 2024.

TikTok will not be 
sold, Chinese parent 

tells US
BEIJING — TikTok’s Chinese par-
ent company ByteDance says it has 
no intention of selling the business 
after the US passed a law to force it 
to sell the hugely popular video app 
or be banned in America.

Minister of Defense celebrates graduation of King Abdulaziz military college cadets
Saudi Gazette report

RIYADH — Under the patronage of Minister of Defense Prince Khalid bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz, the 82nd class of cadets celebrated their graduation 
at King Abdulaziz Military College. The ceremony was attended by high-
ranking officials including Vice Minister of Defense Prince Abdulrahman bin 
Mohammed bin Ayyaf, and the Chief of the General Staff, Lieutenant General 
Fayyad bin Hamid Al-Ruwaili.
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